
 

 

 

                       

Volume 10 Issue 3  July-September 2010  

Points of  Interest  

 

See you at the Landestreffen 
here on the East  Coast in 

August (see page 2  for de-

tails)  

 

The newsletter is copyrighted ©. 
All rights reserved. Contact the 
Club for permission to reprint the 

newsletter or any article. 

Club Matters  2-3 

Genealogy/History 4 

Membership News 5 

Deutsche Ecke 6-8

Newsletter Sponsors 9 

Pictures of Club 

Schule                    

10

11 

Club Events 12

  

Inside this issue:  

Trentoner Donauschwaben Nachrichten 

Vereinigung der Donauschwaben  

127 Route 156,  Yardvi l le,  NJ 08620 

 

 

 July 4th 

Weekend 

Family Ca-

noe & 

Camping 

Trip ðThe 

Soaring 

Eagles 2010 
 

 For 

the many years, some three decades, club mem-

bers have been going camping and canoeing on 

the Delaware, while keeping a watchful eye on 

the weather. Will it rain, will it be hot, will it be 

coldé mosquitoes, skunksé Well this year, we 

had absolutely perfect weather. It wasnôt too hot 

or too cold. Most of us start packing the week 

before the weekend even gets close. How did the 

original members do this in only a car. We 

barely have enough room in a truck. 

 The Walterôs, Suttmannôs and (Joe) 

Brandeckerôs arrived on Thursday to set up 

camp early and prepare for the rough weekend. 

After surviving the cold night, the Suttmannôs 

and Walterôs children werenôt cold enough, so 

they decide to try tubing in the river. First, they 

had to convince the adults so the adults had to 

go along as they were not permitted to stay be-

hind alone. I have heard there was much plead-

ing and a little bribery involved. Pictures to fol-

low! Upon their return to camp, the rest of the 

loyal campers had arrived. All totaled we had 15 

tents and 4 ñkitchensò set up in 4 camp sites. We 

all got settled in and made ourselves right at 

home. Most of us really rough it these days 

camping. We have raised air mattresses and 

blankets, air pumps with converters plugged into 

cars. The Brandecker clan came with enough 

ñequipmentò to stay a month- their kitchen is to 

die for. The men retreated and played a few 

rounds of quoits and later the obligatory camp 

fires where lit and some adult beverages where 

consumedé so I was told!  

 The next morning came bright and 

early for some. We did not have the pleasure of 

Papa J and his ñYoo-Hoosò- I think we got on 

the water around eleven oôclock. After we gath-

ered for our group picture, we got prepared for 

the white water that starts this trip down from 

Soaring Eagle Campground.  First set of rapids 

is where Tony and Pat decided to take the 

ñplungeò, so to speak, so we were all prepared 

with life jackets on. We all got through this set 

fine, but the next set got three canoes, the scari-

est was the foursome of the Graf/Brandecker 

clan with 2 yr. old Gage. What a trooperé not 

even a cry from him, but Grandmom Charlene 

was on the vergeéwith a stiff upper lip. The 

other casualties were Marita and her son Joe. 

This was the first time back for Marita and first 

time out for husband Scott and sons Joe and 

Dylan.  

 Day 2 is a much easier trip, but some 

tricky rocks and low water make it fun espe-

cially when the canoe to go over is Walt Sutt-

mannôs. Not wanting to go thirsty, Walt brings 

along some adult beverages and water since 

there is none to be found anywhere. When he 

tips, Ann and Katie naturally follow. The men 

missed seeing floating canoersô, but did see all 

the beer floating by and jumped into action for 

rescue. Not even Bob could believe how much 

beer we had to rescue. The rest of the day was 

spent with the canoes tied together most of the 

time. The kids went swimming a few times. 

This yearôs weather was absolutely perfect for 

canoeing. No head wind, not too much or too 

little water.  The scenery is breath taking... 

deer, bald eagles, fish of all kinds, eelôs and 

snakes. The Delaware doesnôt look like this by 

Trenton! Back in camp, everyone starts relax-

ing and preparing dinner. Soon enough a game 

of quoits started and the kids were off doing 

what kids do. Next thing we know, it is time for 

the kidôs bedtime and adults are soon to follow. 

  The following day it is time to pack up 

and go home. None of us wanted to see this 

perfect long weekend come to a close. This 

brings the challenge of getting everything back 

into our vehicles. This is easier said than done. 

Since Scott and Red Barn are no more, Soaring 

Eagle Campground is a very nice alternative. 

We hope to be going back for another 3 dec-

ades.ðKim Walter & Steve Brandecker 



 Second Annual Forgotten Genocide Conference 

Hello to all, 

 As of yesterday at 5pm the decision was made to host 

the Second Annual Forgotten Genocide Conference. YEAH! 

It will be held Thursday, April 21 and Friday, April 22, 2011 at 

St. Louis Community College-Meramec. 

 I'll be heading up the planning for the conference as last 

year. The difference this year is the faculty will be sponsoring the 

event. Dr Dirk Voss in the history department at Meramec has 

stepped forward to be the person I can turn to throughout the 

planning stages should any problems arise. He will be in Philly 

(Tag der Donauschwaben next month) to meet all of you as well 

as those who'd like to attend the conference.  

 I'll keep everyone updated as speakers and events are 

lined up for the conference. 

 See you in Philly, Ann Morrison 

          ********  

 

WEB MASTER WEDS IN CARRIBEAN  

 Our club Web Master, Tom Rubino,   

was recently married on the Island of Antiqua at 

the Sandals Grande Antigua Mediterranean Vil-

lage.  Here is his account of the event. I know 

we all feel sorry for Tom and his Bride????? 

 ñWe departed on June 27th, 2010, were married in Anti-

gua on July 3rd, 2010. We had a beautiful Catholic Wedding 

Ceremony followed by an Antiguan Butterfly release ceremony 

and a Caribbean traditional Sand Ceremony as well. The butterfly 

release and sand ceremony signify happiness and unity.  

 The ceremony was almost as beautiful as the Bride. The 

ladies were dressed in Island dresses and the bride in a beautiful 

white wedding gown. They carried peach umbrella's to block the 

sun and also had fans to cool them off. The Men were dressed 

very comfortable in Island Shirts with comfortable cacky's with 

Sandals and the Groom was also dressed in white to match the 

Bride. White flowers were everywhere.  

 A reception followed the ceremony in a private Garden 

Pavilion with shrimp cocktails, variety of fish and jerk chicken 

dishes and an open bar, of course, including a champagne toast. 

Music was provided and the Bride and Groomed danced to "You 

are my Lady".  

 After the ceremony finished, everyone retreated to their 

rooms to change and/or go to the resorts swim-up bar for a ócold 

oneô! Later that evening we had a Sunset Dinner on the beach 

with the wedding party, which included a table setting on the 

beach lit by tiki torches and a special menu for the wedding 

party.  

 We hired a saxophone player to provide musical back-

ground while we ate dinner. It was a nice touch and everyone 

enjoyed it tremendously.  

 Our day was quite enjoyable and a complete success! 

The wedding package came with a photographer and many pic-

tures were taken to remember our special day. We spent most of 

our time on the beach as the water was so clear with many dif-

ferent shades of blue as we watched fish swimming by. We 

couldn't have asked for better weather. Although we had one 

brief shower which cooled things down a little bit.  

 We went on a boat trip to Cadeôs Reef where you can 

snorkel and observe the tropical marine life of which we took 

lots of under water pictures. Although we booked a deep sea 

fishing trip it had to be canceled due to the groom feeling a little 

under the weather. This put a damper on things for the tail end 

of the trip. Regardless, a good time was had by all as we re-

turned home as the new Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Rubino.ò ** 

 

  

Good People of the Donauschwaben! 

  

 

The long awaited weekend is just days away.  On Saturday, Au-

gust 7, and Sunday, August 8th, 34 dance groups from around 

the country and 1500 - 2000 people will be on hand for what 

promises to be a most memorable and enjoyable cultural ex-

travaganza.  We estimate a hundred of our own members will be 

there too, how about you? 

  

We have been going on and on about how this is a must-see, a 

must-attend and a can't-miss.  We really do mean it.  This event 

represents everything our club stands for after all.  There is sim-

ply no excuse for anyone to miss this once in a life-

time opportunity if at all possible.   

  

We're delighted that not only will our wonderful and talented 

Philadelphia -Trenton Jugendtanzgruppe be on hand but our 

new adult dance group as well.  Two dozen members will be 

helping to staff the event too!  Our club is making every effort 

to be an important part of this event so your presence is extra 

important. 

  

Directions:  United German Hungarians (http://

www.ughclub.us/landestreffen/landesindex.html) 

 

  

Information:  United German Hungarians (same name, different 

link)  Please check back later this week for more complete infor-

mation. 

  

Tickets are available at the gate.  We look forward to greeting 

you at the 2010 Donauschwabentreffen.   

 

Der Vorstand. 
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 NEWS FROM THE PAST 
 

 

 

 

ñDanube Swabian 

 

 HamiltonðThe Danube Swabian Association of Yardville is an organization of Americans of German birth/

descent. 

The clubôs dance group has some 14 members and specializes in both folk dancing in the ethnic German fashion and the 

Viennese waltz-style dances.  The volunteers range in age fro 19 to 34 and are instructed  by Marlene Novosel. 

 The dance group has performed from Milwaukee to the Catskills and all over the local area.  Recently, the group 

performed for benefit events, including one at the northern Burlington County Regional High School in Columbus for 

the benefit of Colin Temple, 8, and the Rhabdomyosarcoma (a rare form of cancer), Childrenôs Rust fund and also at the 

4 Seasonôs Hotel in Philadelphia for the benefit of Multiple Sclerosis sponsored by WFLN radio.ò 

 

Source: The Times, 24 July 1990 

 

****  

 

 ñWTTMðANNOUNCMENT  

 

 The United German-American Committee of Greater Trenton Scholarship Dinner-Dance.  Friday, June 28 at 7 

p.m. 

 German-American Society, Uncle Peteôs Road, Yardville 

 EntertainmentðThe Original Heimatlaenge 

 Folk Dancing by The Danube Swabian Youth Dance Group 

 The public is invited, for tickets call; Joe Thiel, 585-6887 or Ted Hierl, General Chairman, 585-6757ò 

 

Source: The Times, 21 June 1985 

 

****  

 

ñGerman-American Tricentennialò 

 

 Caption under a photo from the article; ñFrom left, Ted Hierl, chairman of the United German-American Com-

mittee; Joseph Thiel, president of the German-American Society; Barbara Basler, president of the Banater Singing Soci-

ety; Christian Bom, vice president of the Arbeiter Singing Society, and Ludwig Jakober, Jr., president of Donauschwa-

ben, toast a trip to Philadelphia for the German-American Tricentennial.ò 

 

Source: The Times, 6 October 1983 

 

****  

 

ñFree concert tonight 

 

 The Tony Walter Combo, the Danube Swabian Folk Dancers and a mixed chorus from the German American 

Society will present a free concert tonight at 7pm at Cass Street, between Adeline and Beatty Streets. Ted Hierl will be 

master of ceremonies.ò 

 

Source: Trenton Times, 4 September 1980 

                             Genealogy, Culture &  History Section 
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